
 Key populations are subject to discrimination, stigmatization and criminalization, which is claiming lives and 
preventing the world from reaching agreed AIDS goals. They are also less likely to receive the highest priority in some 
countries' national AIDS responses. There is an urgent need to address these inequalities through community-driven 
and community-led responses, as well as to eliminate them. 

 The AIDS response continues to fall short for children around the world. We know what needs to be done to 
end vertical transmission of HIV and meet the treatment needs of children, but we have been unable to do so because 
of a lack of leadership. As a result, the gap between treatment coverage for children and adults is widening rather than 
closing.  

 These inequities harm millions of people and hinder the fight against AIDS, while diminishing the return 
on investment in HIV. They are also harmful to millions of people. 

 Adolescent girls and young women find it difficult, if not impossible, to access the vital HIV services they need 
due to a lack of policy reform and investment both within and outside the health sector.  

 Less than 5% of the world's population belong to key populations, but in 2021, they and their sexual partners 
were responsible for 70% of new HIV infections. 

 It is a tragedy for all children living with HIV, as well as their families and communities, that simple and easily 
accessible methods are not being used to prevent HIV infection among children. 

To address the inequities that are slowing progress, we must apply an inequities lens across the breadth of our efforts, 
leveraging granular data to identify critical inequities and guide our efforts to address them. 
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Key Points:

 Inequalities are preventing the world from ending AIDS. The global AIDS 
response has been seriously off course, with a slowdown in the decline of new infec-
tions and AIDS-related deaths. 

 Reducing HIV risk and vulnerability among women and adolescent girls will be the 
result of changing harmful gender and masculinity norms among men and boys, as well as 
respecting their sexual and reproductive health and rights and upholding a policy of zero 
tolerance for any violence directed against them. 


