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ACT-A webinar: Latin America & the Caribbean

Objectives:

® Provide a brief overview of ACT-A’s current strategy and key issues.

® Hear from civil society and communities on their experiences and perspectives of
COVID-19 tools (diagnostics, therapeutics, and vaccines) to inform the work of civil
society and community representatives in ACT-A

® Discuss key priorities for the next six months (ACT-A’s current mandate is in place through
September 2022).

® Discuss future ways of working.

Participants:

Katy Wright Javier Hourcade Bellocq

- ACT-A Platform - Editor, Corresponsales Clave

Lidice Lopez
- Corresponsales Clave




Introduction to ACT-A and
the Civil Society Platform

. The goal of the ACT Accelerator is to reduce COVID-19 mortality and
severe disease through the equitable allocation of COVID tools (existent
and new), which in turn will accelerate the end of the health and
economic crisis.

. ACT-A comprises four pillars: © The Diagnostics pillar, co-led by FIND
and the Global Fund (13 representatives);

- The Therapeutics pillar, led by Unitaid and the Wellcome Trust

(6 representatives);

- The Vaccines pillar, also known as COVAX, led by CEPI, Gavi and WHO
(12 representatives)

- The Health Systems & Response Connector pillar works across the
other three pillars and is convened by the World Bank, Global Fund
and WHO (13 representatives).
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More information at https://covid19advocacy.org/

. ACT-A’s strategic priorities for 2022 include: closely tracking overall gaps
and critical barriers to access vaccines, tests, treatments, and PPE,
especially in low- and lower-middle, and key upper-middle-income countries;
accelerating progress towards the 70% global vaccination target; advancing
testing rates to a minimum of 100/100K people/day; treating 120 million
people and protect 2.7 million health care workers; fully integrating pillar
delivery with national COVID-19 responses.
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Presentation: Priorities of Civil Society and
Communities in LAC

. Some of the challenges faced in the region include: COVID-19 testing
and supply of effective and safe drugs are limited and costly; poor access to
newly developed therapeutics (e.g., molnupiravir and paxlovid); biases and
myths about COVID-19 vaccines.

. Identified priorities include: ensuring universal coverage of rapid and
easy-to-use tests; providing diagnosis and treatment outside medical institu-
tions; massifying vaccination programs at the national level; promoting local
vaccine production.

. Corruption was the most frequently mentioned challenge in every area
of the Latin American region.
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. The Whatsapp group hosted by Luz Maria and Richard Stern is worth
mentioning. It has been one of the most important contributions to facilita-
ting the flow of conversations and information about the context of the
region. This space, which encompasses both the individual and the political,
has been an excellent opportunity for people to discuss their own experiences
and doubts about vaccination. We should create more spaces like this.

. According to PAHO, some countries have not reached a vaccination rate
of more than 50% because there are no vaccines. Anthropological, cultural,
and social aspects have led to a low vaccine acceptance in some communities.
Moreover, there are no booster vaccines in most countries in the region.

. Due to language barriers, people and organizations from the region
suffer from underrepresentation in global spaces.




Reflections and contributions from other participants

. Kurt Frieder
Despite the decrease in COVID-19 fatalities, the number of people who have not been vaccina-
ted in the region generates a greater need to promote the vaccine further.

. Olya Golichenko

lam one of the representatives of the ACT-A focus groups. Our work involves vaccines, and my
role is to coordinate representatives. Among the points of improvement we have discussed is
recognizing how weak ACT-Ais in terms of the actual regional and national level work relations
hip. As we move forward, | hope that we can be more helpful with the issues that have been
raised. Some of the things we could improve are issuing more invitations to our dialogues and
providing regular Spanish interpretation in them.

There is an initiative called Vaccines Delivering Partner aimed to improve vaccine delivery and
demand. LAC countries are included in this initiative. We could work from that perspective.

. Jorge Saavedra

Itis crucial to recognize the civil society engagement in the CL9RM. This mechanism was the
gateway to the Global Fund’s work, providing a space for community involvement and participa-
tion. However, the tremendous worldwide concern about the possible effects in Africa preven-
ted an assessment of the actual impact the pandemic has had in Latin America. Although there
is a huge disproportion in the mortality rate, resources did not reach Latin America in the same
measure because the classification was based on the countries’ income level. The language
barrier, added to the lack of interest from national governments, makes participation difficult.

. Rudelmar Bueno de Faria

| am a civil society representative, and | also participate in AMC, a political board of COVAX. We
look for issues discussed among the different working groups of civil society to promote advoca-
cy within AMC. Discussions at COVAX can get very technical, but we work on highlighting the
political context of the region (for instance, the religious and political-economic fundamenta-
lism in Latin America that puts the work of civil society at risk).

If you have any questions or would like to connect with the platform, please contact:
Courtenay Howe

courtenay@stopaids.org.uk
Coordinator for the ACT-A Civil Society & Community Representatives Platform



